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1 . MY PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS ABOUT THE VISIT TO SIML A
ARE AS FOLLOWS : FIRST OF ALL MRS . GANDHI WAS VERY RELAXE D
AND LOOKED WELL, ALTHOUGH SHE SAID SHE WAS VERY TIRED ,
NOT HAVING HAD EVEN ONE DAY OFF THE PAST YEAR . DURING
THE COURSE OF OUR DISCUSSION, SHE WAS NOT SHARP OR ACRIMON-
IOUS IN ANY OF HER COMMENTS, WHILE MANY OF HER COMMENT S
WERE FRANK THEY WERE NOT OF AN OFFENSIVE OR BELLIGERANT NATURE .
NOR WAS THERE ANY INFLEXION IN HER VOICE REFLECTING ANGER O R
RESENTMENT . ON THE CONTRARY, HER ENTIRE ATTITUDE WAS FRIENDLY, AN D
EXTREMELY COURTEOUS EVEN BORDERING ON KINDNESS . WHEN TH E
MEETINGS BROKE UP, THE PHOTOGRAPHERS APPROACHED HER AN D
ASKED US TO TAKE A STROLL IN THE GARDEN . AGAIN SHE
WAS QUITE RELAXED AND EASY TO TALK TO . WHEN I ASKE D
HER IF SHE ENJOYED BEING IN SIMLA AND WHAT DID SH E
DO HERE, SHE SAID SHE USED TO RIDE QUITE A BIT BUT
STILL WALKED WHEN IN SIMLA . SHE DIDN'T LIKE TO WALK ON THE
PLAINS WHERE THE WEATHER "WAS HELL ." I COMMENTED ON A
BED OF LUPIN WHICH LOOKED LIKE THE BLUE BONNET -- TH E
TEXAS STATE FLOWER . WE STROLLED AROUND THE GARDEN FO R
10 MINUTES OR SO IN WHICH SHE COMMENTED SHE LOVE D
FLOWERS, BUT DIDN'T HAVE A GREEN THUMB . SHE HAD ONCE ENJOYE D

GARDENING, BUT UNFORTUNATELY SHE HAD MARRIED A MAN WHO
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WAS MUCH BETTER AT IT THAN SHE WAS AND HE TOLD HER T O
STAY OUT OF THE GARDEN AND ARRANGE THE FLOWERS IN TH E
HOUSE . SO HER CAREER AS A GARDNER HAD BEEN SHORT-LIVED .
ALL IN ALL, IT WAS AN EXTREMELY AMIABLE MEETING IN WHICH SH E
WAS VERY GRACIOUS .
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